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SERMON XXXr.

The Care of the Soul urged as the one thing

needful.

Luke x. 42.

But one thing is needful

IT was the amiable chara£lcr of our blefled Redeemer, that

" he \yent about doing good," this great motive, which

animated all his adtions^ brought him to the houfe of hiq

friend Lazarus^ at Bethany^ and directed his behaviour there.

Though it was a feafon of recefs from public labour, our

Lord brought the fentiments and the pious cares of a preacher

of righteoufnefs into the parlour of a friend; and there his

do£\rine dropped as the rain, and diftjlled as the dew, on the

little happy circle that were then furrounding him. Mary^

the fifter of X^z^rwi, with great delight made one amongft

them 5 {he feated herfelf at the feet of Jesus, in the pofture

of an humble difciple ; and we have a great deal of reafon to

believe, that Martha^ his other fifter, would gladly have been

with her there; but domeftic cares preiTed hard upon her,

and " ^Vi was cumbered with much ferving," being, per-

haps, too folicitous to prepare a fumpt-uous entertainment for

her heavenly mafter and the train that attended him. Happy-

are they, who in a crowd of bufmefs do not lofe fomething

t>r the fi)irituality of their minds, and of the compofurc and

hvcetncfs of their tempers. This good woman comes to our

Lord with too impatient a complaint ; infinuating fome little

refleclion, not only on Mary^ but on himfelf too. " Lord,

doll thou not care that my fifter hath left me to ferve alone ?

Bid her, therefore, that fhs help me." Our Lord, willing

to t^ke^aU opportunities of fuggefiing ufeful thoughts, an-

fwers



[ 457 ]

fwers her in thefe v^ords, of which the text is a part, *' Alar-

iba^ Moriha^ thou art careful and troubled about many things,

but one thing is needful ; and Mary has chofcn that good part,

Avhich (hall not be taken away from her.'* Alas, Martha I

the concerns of the foul are of fo much greater importance

than thofe of the body, that I cannot blame your fifter on

this occafion : I rather rcconirpend her to your imitation, and

caution you, and all my other friends, to be much on your

guard, that in the midft of your worldly cares, you do not

Ipfe ilght of what much better defervcs your attention.

I fhall confider thefe words, " One thing is needful," as

a kind of aphorifm, or wife and weighty fentence, which

ic^roppcd from the mouth of oqr blefled Redeemer, and is evi-

i(}ently worthy of pur moft ferious regard. I (hall,

I. Confider what we are to underftand by " The one

thing" here fpoken of.

JI. Shew you what Is intended, when it Is faid to be the

one thing ncedfuL

JII. I will (hew how juftly it may be fo reprefented, or

prove that it is, indeed, the one thing needful. And
then conclude with fome reflcdions.

My friends, the words which are now before us, are to

this day, as true, as they were feventeen hundred years ago,

3et your hearts to attend to them. O that you may, by di-

vine grace, be awakened to hear them with a due regard,

and be fo imprefied with the plain and ferious things which

are now to be fpoken, as you probably would, if I were fpe^k-

ing by your dying beds, and you had the near and lively view

of eternity !

FirJ}^ I am to confider, what we are to underftand by the

" one thing needful."

Now in a few words, it is the " Care of the foul^' oppofcd,

as you fee in the text, to the care, the exceilive care of the

body ; to which Martha was gently admonifhed by our Lord.

This is a general anfwer, and it comprehends a variety of im-

portant particulars, which is the bufmcfs of our miniflry of-

ten to open to you at large : The care gf the foul, implies a

2 rtadinefs
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readir.efs to hear the words of Christ, to feat ourfelves with

Mary at his feet, and to receive both the law and the gofpel

from his niouth. It fuppofes, that we learn from this divine

teacher the worth of our fouls, their danger, and their re-

medy; and that we become above all things folicitous about

their eternal falvation. Thar, heartily repenting of all our

fins, and cordially believing the everlafting gofpel, we receive

the Lord Jesus Christ for righteoufnefs and life, refting

our fouls on the value of his atonement, and the efficacy of

his grace. It imports, the fincere dedication of ourfelves to

the fervice of God, and a faithful adherence to it, notwith-

ftandina; all oppofitions aiifing from inward corruptions, or

outward temptaticnr. ; and a rcfolute perfeverance in the way

of gofpel dependance, 'till we receive the end of our faith in

our compleat falvation. This is the '' one thing needful,"

reprefented indeed in various fcriptures by various names.

Sometimes it is called " Regeneration," or " the new crea-

ture," becaufe it is the blefled work of God's efficacious

grace. Sometimes the " Fear of God," and fometimes " his

love, and the keeping his commandments;" and very fre-

quently in the new teftament it is called " faith," or " re-

ceiving Christ, and believing on him," which therefore is

reprefented as the " great work of God," ^ohn vi. 29. the

great thing which God in his glorious gofpel requires, as well

as by his fpirit produces in us : each of thefe, if rightly un-

derftood and explained, comprehends all that I have faid on

this head. On the whole, we may fay, that, as the body is

one, though it has many members, and the foul is one,

though it has many faculties, fo in the prefent cafe, this real

vital religion is " one thing," one facred principle of divine

life, bringing us to attend to the care of our fouls, as of our

greateft treafure. It is one thing, notwithftanding all the

variety of views in which it may be confidered, and of cha-

ra£lers under which it may be defcribed. I proceed,

Secondly^ To confider vvhat may be intended in the repre-

fentatlon which is here made of it, as the '' one thing need'

fuir

Now I think it naturally includes thefe three particulars :

it is a matter of univerfal concern ; of the highefl importance ;

and
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and of (o comprchcnfive a naaiie, that every thing which is

truly worthy of our regard, may be confidered as included in,

or fubfcrvient to it. Let me a lutle illuftratc each of thefe

particulars.

I. The care of the foul may be called the "one thing

needful," as it is matter of univcrfal concern.

Our Lord, you fee, fpeaks of it as needful in the general.

He fays nor, for this or that particular perfon ; or for thofe of

fuch an age, ftation, or circumftance in life, but needful

for all. A^id indeed, when difcourfrng on fuch a fubjedf,

one might properly introduce it with thofe folemn words of

the pfalmiO, " Give ear, all ye people, hear, all ye inhabi-

tants of the earth, both high and low, rich and poor, tog?,

ther," Pjhlm xlix. i, 2. For it is the concern of all, from

th^ king that fits upon the throne, to the fervant that grind-

eth at ^the mill, or the beggar that lieth upon the dunghill.

It is needful for us that are winifun, for our own lalvation is

concerned : and woe, infupporcabic woe will be to our fouls,

if we think it enough to recommend it to others, and to talk of

it in a warm, or an awful manner, in public alTemblies, or in

our private converfe, while it does not penetrate our hearts, as

our own grcateft care. Our cafe will then be like that of the

Jfraelitijh lord in Samaria, l Kings vii. 2. who was employed

to diftribute the corn when the fiege was raifed ;
though we

fee it with cur eyes, and difpenfe it with our hands, we (hall

ourfelves die miferably, without tatting the blelTings we im-

part It i5 needful to all you that are our hearers, without the

exception of one fmgle perfon. It is needful to you that are

rkh though it may on fome accounts be peculiarly difHcult

for you ; even as difficult, comparatively ipeaking, as for a

" Camel to go through the eye of a needle," Mat, xix. 24.

.-et if it be nededed, you are poor in the midft of all your

wealth and mlferable in all your abundance; a wretch flarv-

incr for hunger, in a magnificent palace and a rich drefs,

would be lefs the objea of compaffion than you. It is need-

ful for you that are />..r; though you are d.ftrcfTed with fo

many anxious cares, " what you (liall eat, and what you (hall

drink and wherewithal you (hall be cloathed," Mat, vi. 3r.

The nature that makes you capable of fuch anxieties as thele,

arcucs your much greater concern in the ^^ bread wh.ch en-
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dures to eternal life," ^ohn vi. 27. than in that by which

this mortal body muft be fupported. It is needful for you

that are advanced in yean ; though your ftrength be impaired

fo that the " graftiopper is a burthen," Eccl. xii. 5. and

though you have by your long continuance in fin rendered

this great work fo hard, that were it lefs important, one

would in pity let you alone without reminding you of it

:

yet, late as it is, it muft be done, or your hoary heads will

be brought down to the grave with wrath, and fink under a

curfe aggravated by every year and by every day of your lives.

It is needful to you that 2ix^ youngs though folicited by fo many
gay vanities, to negle6l it, though it may be reprefented as

an unfeafonable care at prefent, yet I repeat it, it is needful

to you ; immediately needful, unlefs you who walk fo frc-

^ently over the duft of your brethren and companions., that

died in the bloom and vigour of their "days, have made fomc

fecret covenant with the grave for yourfelves, and found out

fome wonderful method, hitherto unknown, offecuring this

precarious life, and of anfwering for days and months to come,

while others cannot anfwer for one Tingle moment.

2. The care of the foul is " a matter of the higheft impor-

tance •" beyond any thing which can be brought into compa-

rifon with it.

As Solomcn fays of wifdom, that *' it is more precious than

rubies, and that all things which can be defired are not to be

compared with her," Prov, iii. 15. So I may properly fay

of this great and moft important branch of wifdom j whatever

can be laid in the balance with it, will be found altogether

lighter than vanity. This is ftrongly implied when it is faid

in the text, " one thing is needful ;" one thing, and one

thing alone is fo. Juft as the bleiTed God is faid to be *' only

wife," I Tim. i. 17. and " only holy," Rev. xv. 4. be-

caufe the wifdom and hulinefs of angels and men is as

nothing, when compared with his. What feems moft great

and moft important in life, what kings and fenates, what

the wifeft and greateft of this world are employing their

time, their councils, their pens, their labours upon, are tri-

fles, when compared with this one thing. A man ^may fub-

liil:, he may in fome confiderable meafure be happy, with-

out Icarnijig, without richer-, without titles, without healthy

without
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without liberty, without friends, nay, though '* the life be
more than meat, and ihe body than raiment," Matth. vi. 25.
yet may he be happy, unrpeakably happy, without the body
itfelf. But he cannot be {o^ in the neglect of the one thing
needful. I muft therefore befpealc your regard to it in the

words of Mofcs^ *' it is not a light thing, but it is your life,'*

Deut. xxxii. 47.

3. The care of the foul is of fo comprehenfive a nature,

that " every thing truly worthy of our regard may be confv-

dered as included in it, or fubfcrvicnt to it.

As Z)f2^;/Vobrerves, that ** the commandment of God 13

exceeding broad," Fjalm cxix. 96. fo we may fay of this one
thing needful ; or as Solomon very juftly and emphatically ex-
preiies it, " to fear God and to keep his commandments is the

whole duty of man," Eccl. x\\. 13. his whole duty, and his

whole intereft
J
and every thing which is wife and rational

does in its proper place and connection make a part of it.

We (hould judge very ill concerning the nature of this care

if we imagined, that it confiftcd merely in ads of devotion,

or religious contemplation ; it comprehends all the lovely and
harmonious band of focial and humane virtues. It requires

a care of fociety, a care of our bodies, and of our temporal

concerns ; but then all is to be regulated, direded, and ani-

mated by proper regards to God, Christ, and immortality.

Our food and our reft, our trades and our labours, are to

be attended to, and all the offices of humanity performed in

obedience to the will of God, for the g'ory of Christ, and

in a view to improving the mind in a growing meetncfs for a

ftate of compleat perfection. Name any thing which has no

reference at all to this, and you name a worthlefs trifle, how-
ever it may be gilded to allure the eye, or however it may
be fweetened to gratify the tafte. Name a thing, which,

inftead of thus improving the foul, has a tendency to dcbafe

and pollute, to enflave and endanger it, and you name what

is mofl unprofitable and mifchievous, be the wages of ini-

quity ever fo great; moft foul and deformed, be it in rhc eves

of men ever fo honourable, or in their cudoms ever fo fafhio-

nable. Thus I have endeavoured to fhew you wha^t we may
fuppofe Implied in this expreiTion of *^ one thinig being need-

ful." 1 am now,
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Th'irdly'y To fhew you with how much propriety the care ot

the foul may be reprcfentcd under this chara(Sler, as the one

thing needful, or as a maiter of univcrfal and moft ferious

concern, to which every thing elfe is to be confidered as fub-

I'ervient, if at all worthy cf our care and purfuit.

There let me appeal to the fentimcnts of thofe who muft

be allowed moft capable of judging, and to the evident reafon

of the cafe itfelf, as it rnuft appear to every unprejudiced

mind.

I. Let me argue " from the opinions of thofe who muft be

allowed moft capable of judging in fuch an affair," and we
fhall quickly fee that the care of the ibul api:ears to them, the

one thing needful.

Is the judgment of the blcfTed God " according to truth,'*

how evidently and how folemnly is that judgment declared ?

I will not fay merely in this or the other particular paflage

of his wcrd, but in the whole feries of his revelations to the

children of men, and the whole tenor of his addrefles to

them. Is not this the language of all, from the early days of

Job and Mojcs to the conclufion of the canon of fcripture.

"Joh xxviii. 21, 23, 28. " If wifdom be hid from the eyes of

all the living, furely God underftandeth the way thereof,

he knoweth the place thereof;" and if he does, it is plainly

pointed out, for " unto man he ftiil faith, behold, the fear

of the Lord, that is wifdom, and to depart from evil, that

is underftanding." By Mofes he declared to the Ifrnclitesy

that " to do the commandments of the Lord would be their

wifdom and their undcrflanding in the f.ght of the nations,

who fliould hear his ftatutes, and fay, furely this is a wife

and an underftnnding people," Dcut. iv. 6. When he had

raifed up one man on the throne o\ Ifrac!^ with the character

of the wifeft that ever lived upon the face of the earth, he

chofe to make him eminently a teacher of this great truth.

And though now all that he fpolie on the curious and lefs

concerning fubjeds of natural philofophy is loft, " though

he fpoke of trees from the cedar to the hyiTop, and cf beafts,

and of fowls, and of creeping things, and of fjihes," i Kings

jy. 33. that faying is preferved in which he teftifies, that

" the fear of the Lord is the beginning of w-ifdom," Prov.

i, 7, 9, 10. and thofe Proverbs-^ in almoft every line of

which.
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whTch, they who neglciSl: God and their own foul?, are

fpoken of as fools, as if that were the moft projier fimiifi-

cation of the word, while the religious alone are honoured

with the title of wife. But in this refpccl, as attcftniL^ this

truth in the name of God and in his own, *' a greater than

Solomon is here."

For if we inquire what it was that cur Lord Jesus
Christ judged to be the one thing needful, the words of

the text contain as full an anfvver as can be imagined ; and

the fenfe of them is repeated in a very lively and cmphatical

manner, in that remarkable pafTage wherein our Lord net

only declares his own judgm.ent, but fecms to appeal to the

confciences of all, as obliged by their own fecret convi£iions

to fubCcribe to the truth of it. *' What is a man profiled,

if he gain the whole world, and lofc his own foul ; or what

fhall a man give in exchange for his foul r" Alatth, xvi. 26.

If it were once loft, what would he not be willi(^.g to give to

redeem it? But it depends not on the v/ords of Christ alone.

Let his adions, his fufFcrings, his blood, his death, fpealc

what a value he fet on the fouls of men. Is it to be ima-

gined, that he would have reiinquifhed heaven, have dwelt

upon earth, have laboured by night and by day, and at laft

have expired on the crcfs, for a matter of light importance ?

Or can we think that he, in whom " dwell all the treafures of

wifdom and knowledge, and all the fulnefs of the Godhead
bodily," C^lojf. ii. 3, 9. was mJftaken in judgment fo deli-

berately formed, and fo folemnly declared ?

If after this, there were room to mention human judgment

and teftimonies, how eafy would it be to produce a cloud of

witncfies in fuch a caufe, and to fhew that the wilcll: and bcft

of men in all ages of the u-orld have agreed in this poinr,

that amidft all the diverfities of opinion and profciHon, which

fucceeding generations have produced, this has been the una-

nigious judgment, this the comm.on and mofl f.licitous care

of thofe whofe characters are moft truly valuable, to fecure

the falvation of their own fouls, and to promote the faivatioa

of others.

And let me befeech you ferioufly to reflccl:, what are the

characters of thofe who have taken the liberty, moft bo'.diy

and freely to declare their judgment on the contr..ry f;u.r \

5 'liic
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The number of fucH is comparatively few ; and when yotf

compare what you have obferved of their temper and condu6i:,-

I will not fay with what you read of holy men of old, but

with what you have yourfclves feen in the faithful, a6^ive^

and zealous fervants of Christ, in thefe latter ages, with

whom you have converfed ; do you on the whole find, that

the rejc(Slcrs and deriders of the gofpel, are in other refpeits

fo much more prudent and judicious, fo much wifer for them-

felves, and for others, that are influenced by them, ais that

you can be in reafon obliged to pay any great deference to

the authority of a few fuch names as thefe, in oppofition to

thofe to whom they are here oppofed ?

But you v/ill fay, and you will fay it too truly. Though but

a few may venture in words to declare for the negle<St of the

foul and its eternal ijitereft, that the greater part of mainkind

do it in their anions. But are the greater part of mankind

fo wife, and fo good, as implicitly to be followed in matters

of the higheft importance ? And do not multitudes of thefe,

declare themfelves on the other fide, in their moft fcrious

moments ? When the intoxications of worldly bufmefs and

pleafures are over, and fome languifhing ficknefs forces meri

to folitude and retirement ; what have you generally obferved

to be the effect of fuch a circumftance ? Have they not then

declared themfelves convinced of the truth we are now la-

bouring to eftablifli ? Nay, do we not fometimes fee, that

a diftemper which feizcs the mind with violence, yet does

not utterly deflroy its reafoning faculties, fixes this conviction

on the foul in a few hours, nay, fometimes in a few mo-

ments ? Have you never feen a gay, thoughtlefs creattire,

furprizcd in the giddy round of pleafures and amufcments^

and prefently brought not only to ferioufnefs, but terror ani

trembling, by the near views of death ? Have you never feen'

the man of bufinefs and care interrupted, like the rich fool

in the parable, in the midft of his fchemes for the prcfent

wot Id ? And have you not heard one and the Other of then*

ownSng the vanity of thofe pleafures and cares, which but a

few days ago were every thing to them ? Confeffing that fe-

lision v/as the one thing needful, and recommending it to

otbers with an earneftnefs, as if they hoped thereby to aton«

for their ov/n former negkd ? We that are minifters, fre-

quently
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quently are wltnelTcs to fuch things as thefe, and I bLiieve few

of our hearers arc intire flranfjeis to them.

Once more, what if to the teftimony of the dying, we
could add that of the dead? What if God were to turn afidc

the vail between us and the invifible world, and permit the \

inoft carelefs finner in the aflcmbly to converfe for a few mo- t

ments with the inhabitants of it ? If you were to apply your-

felf to a happy Spirit, that trod the moft thorny road tJ

paradife, or palTed through the moft fiery trial, and to afk

him, " was it worth your while to labour fo much, and to

endure fo much for what you now pofTefs ?'* Surely if the

blefied in heaven were capable of indignation, it would move
them to hear that it fhould be made a queftion. And, on thcJ

other hand, if you could inquire of one tormented in that flame

below, though he might once be *' clothed in purple and
fine linen, and fare fumptuoufly every day," Luke xvi. iq. if

you could afk him, " whether his former enjoyments were

an equivalent for his prefent fufFerings and defpair ?" What
anfwer do you fuppofe he would return ? Perhaps an anfwer

cf fo much horror and rage, as you would not be able fcj

much as to indure. Or if the malignity of his nature fhould

prevent him from returning any anfwer at all, furely there

would be a language even in that filence, a language in the

darknefs, and flames, and groans of that infernal prifon^

which would fpealc to your very foul what the word of Goa
is with equal certainty, though lefs forcible convi6^ion, fpeak-

ing to your ear, that " one thing is needful." You fee it is

fo in the judgment of Got) the Father, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, of the wifeft and beft of men, of many, who
feemcd to judge moft diflcrently of it, vA\tn they come to

more deliberate and ferious thought, and not only of the

dying, but of the dead too, of thofe who have experimen-

tally known both worlds, and moft furely know V.'hat is to

be preferred. But I will not reft the whole argument herej

therefore,

2. I appeal to the evident reafon of the cafe itfelf, as it

muft appear to every unprejudiced mind, that the care of the

foul is indeed the one thing needful.

I fiill confider myftlf as fpeaking not to athcifts, or to

deifts, but to thofc who not only believe the exigence and

Vol. V. G g pro-

5'*
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providence of God, and a future ftate of happlnefs and mi-

fery, but likewife who credit the truth of the chriftian reve-

lation, as many undoubtedly do, who live in a fatal negledl

of God, and their own fouls. Now on thefe principles, a

little rt'flcciion may be fuiHcient to convince you, that it is

needful to the prcfent repofe of your own mind ; needful, if

ever you would i'ecure eternal happinefs, and avoid eternal

ifiifery, which will be aggravated, rather than alleviated by

all your prefent enjoyments.

I. I'hc care of the foul is the one thing needful, becaufc,

*' without it you cannot fecure the peace of your own mind,

nor avoid the upbraidings of your confcience."

That noble faculty is indeed the vicegerent of GoD in the

foul. It is fenfible of the dignity and worth of an immortal

fpirit, and will fometimcs cry out of the violence that is of-

fered to it, and cry fo loud, as to compel the finner to hear,

whether he will or not. Do you not fometimes find it your-

felves ? when you labour moll to forget the concerns of your

foul, do they not fometimes force themfelves on your remem-

brance ? You are afraid of the reflections of your own mind,

but with all your artihce and all your refolution can you in-

tirely avoid them ? Does not confcience follow you to your

beds, even if denied the opportunity of meeting you in your

clofets, and, though with an unwelcome voice, there warn

you, " that your foul is negleded, and will quickly be loft:'*

Does it not follow you to your fliops and your fields, when

you are bufiefl there? Nay, I will add, does it not fometimes

follow you to the feafi, to the club, to the ^dance, and per-

haps, amidft all refiftancc, to the theatre too? Does, it not

fometimes mingle your {weetcii draughts with wormwood,

and your gayefb fcenes with horror ? So that you are like a

tradefman, who, fufpec^ing his affairs to be in a bad poffure,

lays by his books and his papers, yet fometimes they will

come accidentally in his way. He hardly dares to look abroad

for fear of meeting a creditor or an arreft : and if he labours

to forget his cares and his dangers, in a courfe of luxury at

home, the remembrance is fometimes awakened, and the

alarm increafed, by thofe very extravagancies in which he is

attempting to iofe it. Such probably is the cafe of your

minds, and it is a very painful ftate ; and while things arc

thus wilhLn, external circumftances car. no more make you

hapj'v.
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h3ppy, than a fine drefs could relieve you under a v\o]ettt

iit of the ftone. Whereas, if this great affair were fecureJ,

you might delight in refledlion, as much as you now dread

it ; and confcience, of your bitterefl enemy, would become a

delightful friend, and the teflimony of it your greateft re-

joicing.

2. The care of the foul is the one thing needful, '* becaufe

" without this your eternal happinefs will be loft."

A crown of evcrlafting glory is not furely fu h a trifle as to

be thrown away on a carelefs creature, that will not in good
earneft purfue it. God doth not ordinarily deal thus, ever!

with the bounties of his common providence, which are

comparatively of little Value. As to thcfe, the hand of the

diligent generally makes rich, and he would be thought dif-

traded, rather than prudenr, who fliould expecft to get ati

eftate merely by wiQiing for it, cr without fome refolute and

continued application to a proper courfe of acSlioti for that

purpofe. Now, that we may not foolifnly dream of obtain-

ing heaven, in the midft of a courfe of indolence and floth,

we are exprefly told in the word of God, that '' the king-

dom of heaven fuffers violence, and the violent take it by

force," Matth. xi. 12. and are therefore exhorted to " flrive,'^

with the greateft intenfenefs, and eagernefs of mind, as the

word properly fignifies, " to enter in at the ftr;iit gate," for

this great and important reafon, '^ becaufe many {hall an-

other day feek to enter in, and fhall not be able,'* Luke \\'\\,

24. Nay, when our Lord makes the moft gracious pro-

mifes to the hiimble petitioner, he does it in fuch a manner

as to exclude the hopes of thofe who are carelefs and indiffe-

rent. " Afk, and it fliall be given you; feek, and vou [ha!l

find j knock, and it ftiall be opened unto you, Matib, vii. 7,

If, therefore, you do not afl^, feek, and knock, the door of

mercy will not be opened, and eternal happinefs will be lof^.

Not that heaven is to be obtained by our own good works :

no, no; for having done all, we muft account ourfelves un-

profitable fervants.

And furely if I could fay no more as to the fatal confequen-

ces of your neglect, than this, that eternal happinefs will be

loft, I (hould fay enough to imprcfs every mind, that confiders

>vhat ETERNITY means. To fall into a ftate of evcrlafting

forgetfulnefs, mi^ht indeed appear a fefuge to a mind filled

G g i with
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Vvlth the apprehenfion of future mifery. t^ut O how dreadful

a refuge is It ! Surely it is fuch a refuge, as a vad precipice,

(from which a man falling would be da/lieJ to pieces in a

iiioment) might appear to a perfon, purfucd by the officers of

juftice, that he might be brought out to a painful and linger-

ing execution. If an extravagant youth ^would have reafon

to look round with angui{h, on fome fair and ample paternal

inheritance, which he had fold or forfeited merely for the

riot of a few days : how much more melancholy would it be

for a rational mind to think that its eternal happinefs is loil

for any earthly confideration whatever? Tormenting thought!

" Had I attended to that one thing which I have negleded,

I might have beeic, through the grace of God in Christ

Jesus, great and happy beyond ejcpreffion, beyond concep-

tion : not nierely for the little fpan of ten thoufand thou-

fand ages^ but for ever. A line reaching even to the re-

moteft ftar would not have been able to contain the number of

ages, nor would millions of years have been fufficient to figure

them down ; this is eternity, but I have lofl it, and am now
on the verge of being. This lamp, which might have cut-

lafled thofe of the firmament, will prefently be extinguifhedj

and I blotted out from amongft the works of God, and cut

off from all the bounties of his hand." Would not this be a

very miferable cafe, if this were all ? And would It not hie fuf-

Hcient to prove this to be the better part, which, as our

Lord obferves, can **^ never be taken aU'ay ?" But Got) for-

bid that we {hould be fo unfaithful to him, and to the fouk

of men, as to reft in flich a reprefentatlon alone. I therefor?

'^dd once more,

3. The care of the foul is the one thing needful, becaufe

'** without it, you cannot avoid a ftate of eternal mifery,

^^ v/hich will be aggravated, rather than alleviated by all your

*' prefent enjoyments.'*

Nothing can be more evident from the word of the GoiJ

bf truth. It there plainly appears to be a determined cafe^

"which leaves no room for a more favourable conjecture or

iiope. " The wicked (hall be turned into hell,, even all the

liations that forget God," Pfalmix. 17. " They (hall go

away intoeverlafting punishment, Matth. xxv. 46. into a ftate

'^here they fhall in vain feek death, and death fhall flee from

them. Oh ! brethren, it is a certain, bul an awful truth,
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that your fouls will be thinking and immortal beings, evea

in fpiie of ihtir.klves. They may indeed torment, but ihey

cannot deftroy themrelves. They can no more fufpend their

power of thought nnd perception, than a mirror its property

of refleaing rays that fall on its furface. Do you fufpca the

contrary ? Make the trial immediately. Command your

minds to ceaie from thinking but for one quurter ol an

hour, or for half that time, and exclude every idea and every

refleaion. Can you fucceed in that attempt ? Or rather,

does not thought prefs in with a more fenfible violence on

that refiftance ; as an anxious dcnre to ileep^ makes us fo

much the more wakeful. Thus will thought follow you be-

yond the grave, thus will it, as an unwelcome gucft, force

icfeif upon^'you, when it can fcrve only to perplex and diftrefs

the mind. It will for ever upbraid you, that notwithftanding

all the kind expoftulations of God and man, notwithftanding

all the keen remonftrances of confcience, and the pjead/ings

of the blood of Christ, you have gone on in your folly, till

heaven is loft, and damnation incurred; and all, for what?

for a (Ivadow and a dream.

Oh think not, fmners, that the remembrance of your paft

ple-^fures and of your fuccefs in your other cares, whilft that

of the one thing needful was forgotten, think not that this

will eafe your minds. It will ,rather torment them the more.

«' Sen, remem.ber that thou in thy life-time receivedft thy

r-ood thing'^." Bitter remembrance! Well might the heai.hea

poets reprefent the unhappy fpirits in the fliades below, as

eaaerly catching at the water of forgetfulnefs, yet unable to

reach it Your prefent comforts will only ferve to give you

a livelier fenfe of your mifcry, as having tailed fuch degrees

of enjoyment ; and to inflame the reckoning, as you have

mifimproved thofe talents lodged in your hands for better pur-

pofes. Surely, if thefe things were believed, and ferioufly

confidered, the finner would have no more heart to rejoice in

his prefent profperity, than a man would have to amufe him-

felf with the curiofities of a fine garden, through which he

was led to be broken upon the rack.

But I will enlarge no farther on thefe things. Would to

God that the unaccountable ftupidity of mens minds, and

their fatal attachment to the pleafures and cares ot the prejept

G g 3
^^^^»
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life, did not make it neceJary to infill on them h frequently
aiid fo copioufly !

I now proceed to the reflexions which naturally arife from
hence, and flial] only mention two.

I. How much rcafon have we to lament the folly of man-
kind in negleXicg the one thing needful.

If religion be indeed the trueft wifdom, then furely we
have the jufteft reafon to fay with S^^Iomon, '' that folly and
madnefs is in mens hearts," Ecc/ef, ix. 3. Is it the one thing
needful ? Look on the condu6l of the generality of mankindt
and you would imagine they thought it the one thing need-
Icfs

:
the vaineft dream, and the idleft amufement of the

mind. God is admoniftjing them by ordinances, and provi-
dences,^ fometimes by fuch as are moft awful, to lay it to
heart;" he fpeaks once, yea twice, (yea a multitude of
times) but man regards not. Job xxxiii. 14. They profefs
perhaps to believe all that 1 have been faying, but aft
as if the contrary were felf-evident ; they wilfrifk their
fouls and eternity for a thing of nought, for that, for
the fake of which thv^y would not rifk fo much as a hand,
or a finger, or a joint, no, nor perh^^ps a toy that
adorns it. Surely this is the Vv^onder of angels, and per-
haps of devils too, unlefs the obfervation ot fo many ages
may have rendered it familiar to both. And can we, my
chriftian brethren, behold fuch a fcene with indifference?
If fome epidemical madnefs had feized our country, or
the places where we live, fo that as we went from one
place to another, we every where met with lunaticks, and
faw amongft the reft, fome perhaps of the fineft genius, in
the moft eminent ftations in life, amufmg themfelves with
flraws and bubbles, or wounding themfelves and others;
furely were we ever fo fecure from the danger of infeXion or
aliault, the fight would cut us to the heart. A good-natured
man would hardly be able to go abroad, or even be defirous
to live, if it muft be amongft fo many fad fpeaacles. Yet
thefe poor creatures might, notwithft-anding this, be the chil-
dren of God, and the higher their frenzy rofc, the nearer
might their complete happinefs be. But" alas! the greater
part of mankind are flized with a worfe kind of madnefs, in
which they are ruining their fouls: and can we behold it

with
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with indifiference ? The Lord awaken our companion, our

prayers, and our endeavours, in dependence on divine frrace

that we may be inftrumental in bringing them to their mind
and making them wife indeed, that is, wife to falvation !

2. How neceflary is it that we fiiould ferioufly enquire,

how this ©ne thing needful is regarded by us !

Let me entreat you to remember your own concern in it,

and enquire— Have I thought ferioufly of it ? Have I feeri

the importance of it ? Has it lain with a due and abiding

weight on my mind ? Flas it brought me to Christ, that I

might lay the ftrcfs of thefe great eternal interells on him ?

And am I ailing in the main of my life, as one that has

thefe conviif^ions ? Am I willing, in facSl, to give up other

things, my interefts, my pleafures, my pafiions to this ? Am
I converfing with God and with man, as one that believes

thefe things ; as one that has deliberately chofen the better

part, and is determined to abide by that choice ?

Obferve the anfwer which confcience returns to thefe en-

quiries, and you will know your own part in that more par-

ticular application, with vvhich I fhall conclude.

I. Let me addrefs thofe that are entirely unconcerned

about the one thing needful.

Brethren, I have been ftating the cafe at large, and now I

appeal to your confciences, are thefe things fo, or are they

not ? God and your own hearts beft knovi^ for what the care

of your foul is negle£led ; but be it what it will, the difference

between one grain of fand and another, is not great, when it

comes to be weighed againft a talent of gold. Whatever it

is, you had need to examine it carefully. You had need to

view that commodity on all fides, of which you do in effc<£t

fay, For this will 1 fell my foul ; for this will I give up hea-

ven, and venture hell, be heaven and hell whatever they may.

In the name of God, brethren, is this the part of a man, of

a rational creature ? To go on with your eyes open towards

a pit of eternal ruin, becaufe there are a few gay flowers in

the way : or what if you fhut your eyes, will that prevent

your fall ? It fignifies little to fay, I will not think of thefe

things, I will not confider them : God has faid, " In the

laii: days they fhall confider it perfedily," Jcr. xxiii. 20. The
fcvels of a drunken malefaclor v/ill not prevent nor rcfpite his

3 execution.
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execution. Pardon my plainiiefs ; if it were a fable or 3 tale,

I would endeavour to amufe you with v»^ords, but I cannot do

it where your fouls are at ftalce.

2. I would apply to thofe who are, in fome fenfe, convinced

of the importance of their fouls, and yet are inclined to defer

that care of them a liuie longer, which, in the general, they

fee to be r.eceiTary.

I know you that are young, are under peculiar temptations

to do this ; though it is ftrange that the death of fo many of

your companions, fliould not be an anfwer to fome of the moil

Ipccious and dangerous of thofe temptations. Meihinks, if

there were the leaft degree of uncertainty, the importance is

too wei'.;hty to put matters to the venture. But here the un-

certainty is great and apparent. You muft furely know,

that there are critical feafons of life for managing the concerns

of it, which are of fuch a nature, that if once loft, they may

never return : here is a critical feafon :
" Now is the accepted

time, now is the day of falvation,'' 2 Cor. vi. 2. " To-day, if

ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts,'* Heh. iii. 7, 8.

This language may not be fpoken to-monovv. Talk not of a

more convenient feafon ; nojie can be more convenient ; and

that to which you would probably refer it, is leaft of all fo,

a dyini; time. You would not ch'ufe then to have arty impor-

tant bufmefs in hand ; and Vv'il! you of choice refer the greateft

bufinefs of all to that languilhing, hurrying, an^azing hour ?

If a friend were then to come to you with the balance of am

intricate account, or a view of a title to an eftate, you would

{liake your fainting head, and lift up your pale trembling

band, and fay, perhaps, with a feeble voice, " A)c.s, is this a

lime for thefe things ? " And is it a time for fo much greater

things than thefe ? I wifh you knew, and would confider, into

what a (Irait, we that are miniftcrs are fometimes brought,

when we are called to the dying beds of thofe who have fpent

their lives in the neglc6i: of the one thing needful. On the

one hand, wc fear, leit if we palliate matters, and fpeak fmooih

thinf^s, we fliall betray and ruin their fouls : and on the

other, that if we ufe a becoming plainnefs and feriouinefs, in

warning them of their danger, we fiaa!! quite overwhelm

them, and haften the dying moment, which is advancing by

fuch fwiit fteps. O let me entreat you for our fakes, and
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much more for your own, that you do not drive us to A.ch

(ad extremities '^ but if you are convinced, as I hope Tome of

you may now be, that the care of the foul is that netdlul

thing we have reprefented, let the conviaion work, let it drive

you'immediately to the throne of grace; from ihence you

may derive that wifdom and ibength, which will dired you

in all the intricacies which entangle you, and animate you in

the midft of difficulty and difcouragement.

3. 1 would in the laft place addrefs myfelf to thofe happy

fouls, who have in good earneft attended to the one thing

I hope, that when you fee how commonly it is neglected,

jieglec^ed indeed, bv many, whofe natural capacities, improve-

me^nts, and circumftances in life, appear to you luperior to

your own ;
you will humbly acknowledge, that it was diftm-

auifhincr grace which brought you into this happy ftate, and

formed ""you to this moft neceflary care. Blcfs the Lord,

Therefore, who hath given you that counfel, in virtue of

which you can fay, " He is your portion." Kejoice m the

thoucrht, that the great concern is fecured : as it is natural

for u's to cIo, when feme important affair is difpatched, which

has lono- lain before us, and which we have been inclined to

put offTfom one day to another, but have at length llrenuoudy

ar^d fuccefsfuHy attended. Remember flill to endeavour to con-

tinue aaing on thefe great principles, which at hrll determined

your choice ; and ferioufly confider, that thofe who defirc their

life may at laft be eiven ihem for a prey, muft continue on their

•guard, in all ftages of their journey through a wildernefs,

where daily dangers are ftili furrounding them. Being enabled

to fecure the great concern, make yourfelves eafy as to others

Of fmaller importance : You have chofen the kingdom ot

God, and his rightcoufnefs ; other things, therefore, {ball ba

added unto you : and if any which you defire ihould, not be

added, comfort yourfelves with this thought, that you Jiave

the good part, which can never be taken away. And, not to

enlarge on thefe obvious hints, which muft (o often occur, be

very folicitous that others may be brought to a care about the

t)ne thina needful. If it be needful ior you, it is fo for your

children, your friends, your fervants. Let them, theretore,

fee your concern in this lefpcct fur them, as well as for your-
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felves. Let parents efpecially attend to this exhortatloit^

whofe care for their offspring often exceeds in other refpeds^

and fails in this. Remember that your children may never

live to enjoy the effeds of your labour and concern to get

them eftates and portions : the charges of their funerals may,

perhaps, be all their (hare of what you are fo anxiouHy care-

ful to lay up for them. And O think w^hat a fword would

pierce through your very heart, if you fhould ftand by the

corpfe of a beloved child with this refledion : " This poor

creature has done with life, before it learnt its great bufinefs

in it ; and is gone to eternity, which I have feldom been

warning it to prepare for, and which, perhaps, it learned of

me to forget."

On the whole, may this grand care be awakened in thofe

by w^hom it has been hitherto negle6led : may it be revived in

each of our minds. And that you may be encouraged to

purfue it with gteater chearfulnefs, let me conclude with this

comfortable thought, that in proportion to the neceffity of

the cafe, through the merits of Christ Jesus, is the provifion

which divine grace has made for our afliftance. If you arc

difpofed to fit down at Christ's feet, he will teach you by

his word and Spirit. If you commit this precious jewel^-

whieh is your eternal all, into his hand, he will preferve it

unto that day, and wmH then produce it richly adorned, and

gloriouPiy improved to his own honour, and to your cverlaftin:^'

joy.

Which God of his infmite mercy grant, P.c,

E N D of the F i f t h V o n; m k.


